Your Name: _________________________________

“Places in the Heart” Movie Guide: 21 pts (no incentive coupons)
Directions:    Use the movie (NOT your neighbor) to answer the questions below.    No cell phones during the movie.   If you sleep, I will not give you credit for this regardless or whether or not you turn this in completed.  Plus, you’ll have to write a one page paper answering a related Essential Question.  Easier solution…stay awake and ENGAGED!  It’s a great movie.
Cast of Characters:   Places in the Heart is a 1984 drama film that tells the story of a Texas woman, Edna Spalding, who tries to keep her farm together with the help of a blind white man (Mr. Will) and a black man (Moses) during the Great Depression.  Her sister is Margaret, married to Wayne.  Wayne is having an affair with Viola, who is married to their good friend, Buddy.   Edna’s children are Possum and Frank.
1. In what state in the United States does this movie take place? _____________________ In what year does this movie take place? ________________
2. What is the father’s job? __________________________________________________
3. What happens to Willie, the kid that shot Mr. Spalding? 

4. What does Mr. Denby (the banker) want when he comes to visit Ms. Spalding?
5. RECALL: Notice several of the women have short haircuts.  This was a trend of fashion in the 1920’s…what were these haircut called? __________  What were the names of the ladies that started this trend during the “Roaring Twenties”? ____________________________________
6. Why do you think Ms. Spalding doesn’t want to take any money or help from her sister Margaret?
7. Mr. Will lost his sight in the “big war”.  What war is this referring to? ____________________ What probably caused his blindness?  ___________________ (hint, this was only used during this particular war…never before or after)
8. There is to be a lot of focus around religion in these families.  What was the trend called in religion that began in the 1920’s that was characterized by a literal interpretation of the Bible? ___________________________________ (hint: it was an “ism” in your vocab…begins with “F”)
9. When Wayne comes home to find his wife dressing for the party (sexy lingerie for the 1920’s!), what type of popular music is playing in the background?  __________________ What was the African American “social movement” called that started this type of music in a popular New York neighborhood? _________________________________________  
10. At the party, Wayne and Buddy go get a bottle of “good for what ails you”.  They must be referring alcohol, which is now legal with the end of Prohibition repealed by the __________ Amendment in 1933.

11. What new “machine” do the kids sneak into Mr. Will’s room to play with? _________________ This machine was invented by the same man that invented the light bulb, ________________________.
12. It is mentioned that one of the characters will “take in a picture show”.  By this time, “talkie” movies had started.  What did “talkie” refer to?  ______________________________________
13. Why do you think Ms. Spalding probably has to take a bath in the kitchen instead of a bathtub?
14. During the dust storm, a tornado hits.  This environmental disaster led the middle section of America to be known during this time as the Dust ___________________.
15. What 1920s invention is Mr. Will listening to farm prices over? _______________________

16. What might be 2 reasons farm prices are so low during this time period? (hint: it was one of the “causes of the depression” you took notes over in the handout with 5 sectors of the economy)
17. If Ms. Spalding brings in the first crop of cotton, how much extra money will she get? ____________
18. On the day of the negotiation, what price (per pound) does Ms. Spalding need to get in order to make her payments on her home?  _______________ What price does she finally get? ________________
19. How does Ms. Spalding finally convince the cotton buyer to give her the price she wants?
20. What is the group of people called that Moses find in the barn late at night? ___________________ What was this group’s “new” slogan by the 1920’s-30s?  ________________________________
21. What do you think the very last scene in the movie at church service symbolizes?

EXTRAS: On the paper provided, answer the questions that follow in clear, concise and thoughtful sentences.  
A.  OPTIONAL: 20 Points extra added to this grade.  Now you see from the movie how often the “n word” was used to insult and degrade African Americans.  What are your thoughts on why so many people continue to use this word today?  Also, do you believe the continued use of this word by African Americans today limits social progress?  Why or why not? 
B. REQUIRED if you missed a day of the movie or slept:  What were some of the challenges for women, African Americans, and children during the Great Depression?  Give specific examples from the movie, Story of Us or other knowledge you’ve gained through online research.  This must be 1-2 pages typed or handwritten.
